YORKSHIRE NATIONAL PARKS

by Britta Künkel and Britta Speidel

The Yorkshire National Parks were the topic of our project for the Yorkshire excursion 2006. Our aim was to present the two national parks of Yorkshire – the Yorkshire Dales National Park and the North York Moors National Park –  to the other participants and to give them an overview before we visited the parks, as well as collecting our impressions of the Yorkshire parks. 

So our first step was to find as much information as possible about the two parks. While gathering the information we soon discovered that it was hard to find something in the library, which meant that our real project work was not to start before we visited the parks.

But thanks to Phil and the internet (www.yorkshiredales.org.uk) we were able to give the excursion participants an impression of the parks and an overview of the main facts even before we arrived there. In the national parks we were finally able to go on with our project work, including taking many atmospheric photos.

Back home we sifted through our pictures and chose the best for a poster and this website. In addition, we read though all the facts we had gleaned before the excursion to collate our final text and the photos:

The Yorkshire Dales


The Yorkshire Dales National Park was established in 1954. It offers a large variety of landscape, wildlife and cultural heritage. The park is located in the north of England, 50 miles north east of Manchester, and covers an area of 1,762 square kilometres.

Rivers have cut deep valleys (dales) of which there are over 20 named examples. 


The southern area of the Park displays one of the best examples in Britain of classic limestone scenery, with its crags, pavements, and extensive cave systems. Spectacular waterfalls, such as Hardraw Force with its 90-ft (27-metre) single drop, the famous series of Aysgarth Falls, Cautley Spout with a broken drop of 600ft (180 metres) bring movement and sound.

Particular conditions support a rich wildlife heritage in the park. The Yorkshire Dales are famous for their flower-rich hay meadows and pastures, which are the product of traditional, low intensity management of grazing land over many decades. Many of the upland areas consist of heather moorland, used for grouse shooting in the months following August 12th each year.


Despite their challenging conditions the Yorkshire Dales have supported communities and industry. Livestock farming over several centuries produced a traditional pastoral landscape. 


The characteristic scenery is green upland pastures separated by dry-stone walls and grazed by sheep and cattle. The dales themselves are 'U' and 'V' shaped valleys, which were enlarged and shaped by glaciers, mainly in the most recent, Devensian ice age. The underlying rock is principally limestone. 

The park is also characterised by numerous small, attractive and compact villages. Most of them have been there for over a thousand years. Over 20,000 residents live and work in the park. The villages still retain a very traditional and intimate atmosphere as well as a sense of continuity and stability. 

The North York Moors


With an area of 554 square miles (1,436 km²) the North York Moors National Park is one of the largest expanses of heather moorland in the United Kingdom. It lies in northern England and has a population of 25,000. The North York Moors became a national park in 1952.

There are a few major settlements within or around the national park, like Helmsley, Pickering, Kirkbymoorside and Whitby, which is often regarded as the capital of the North York Moors.


Eighty per cent of the park's area is in private ownership and 40% is farm land. The North Yorkshire Moors also have much wildlife, in particular upland birds. Furthermore, the park has a network of rights-of-way, almost 2300 km (1400 miles) in length.


To the west of  the North York Moors themselves are the Vale of York and the Vale of Mowbray and the market towns of Boroughbridge, Northallerton and Thirsk.  Running along the northern edge of the North York Moors are the Cleveland Hills, while to the east is the Yorkshire coast and the popular seaside resorts of Whitby, Scarborough and Filey.

The North York Moors National Park also offers great scenic variety – open moorland and secluded dales extending to the rugged coast. The area's economy is mainly comprised of tourism and agriculture. A very famous attraction of the North York Moors is the North Yorkshire Moors Railway. You can travel through the national park on the 18-mile steam railway from Grosmont to Pickering, with a station at Goathland.


The moors have not changed much in the past 50 years and are often used for British television programmes and films. The popular TV series Heartbeat and the scenes of the Hogsmeade Station in Harry Potter were filmed in Goathland.

