A Maltese Folktale: The Fisherman’s Son

· Scene 1

Narrator: Once there was a fisherman who had five sons. When the youngest of them turned fifteen, he had to leave school and go fishing with the others. One day, he caught a large fish.

Son: “May I take it to the king as a present?”

Father: “No, of course not, because the king will just say thank you to you and nothing more.”

Son: “Father, please.”

Father: “Well… Off you go, then.”

· Scene 2

Narrator: When the fisherman’s son arrived at the king’s palace, he put the fish in a basin. The king was very pleased.

King: “Here, take a purseful of money.”

Now the king’s daughter was watching him from the window. She ran down and stopped the boy just as he  was leaving.

Princess: “Take the money. But promise you’ll go to school. In two days time I’ll call and see whether you are there.”

Narrator: So he went to see the teacher.

· Scene 3

Teacher: “Here you’ll have to pay.”

Son: “Of course I shall.”

Teacher: “Do you know how to read?”
Son: “Of course I do.”

Narrator: He gave him something to spell in English and Italian, some sums to do and something to write. The teacher saw that the boy knew more than he did.

After a couple of days the king’s daughter came to see how he was doing.

Princess: “Is he doing well?”
Teacher: “Very well.”

Princess: “To be honest, I’m in love with that boy. Please tell my father how intelligent he is so that he lets us marry.”

Narrator: And so it happened.

· Scene 4

Narrator: After about six months, the boy passed in front of his mother’s house. She recognized him. At first, she was very angry because he had left them without saying anything.

Mother: “Alas, how you’ve deserted us!”

Narrator: But when he gave her ten pounds, she was very happy and they ate and drank together.

· Scene 5

Narrator: He came home very late that evening.

Princess: “So, is that how you treat me, you worthless fisherman! Aren’t you ashamed, a stinking fisherman like you?”

Narrator: At that he packed this things and went off.

Son: “Well, I’d better go. She called me a stinking fisherman and a worthless fisherman. Well, let her be gone, then!”

· Scene 6

Narrator: He sailed far away into another country. There, he became the scribe of a notary. When the king of this country heard about him, he took him to work for him. But he didn’t speak, so the king called for many men to cure him.

King: “I will give half a million pounds if anyone can cure my mute scribe. But if this person fails after three days, I will cut off his head!”

Narrator: They all failed and the king cut off their heads.

· Scene 7

Narrator: The king’s proclamation also reached the boy’s home country, where his wife realized that the scribe was her missing husband.

Princess: “I will dress up as a man and go to this foreign country to make him speak. I’m not afraid.”

· Scene 8

Narrator: But even when she had arrived, her husband didn’t utter a single word. After three days had passed, they were going to take her to be killed. Then, suddenly, the mute began to speak.

Son: “I’m the son of a fisherman. I’m a stinking fisherman! I’m a worthless fisherman! I think you deserve to die!”

Narrator: And because he spoke they didn’t kill her and, astonishingly enough, the princess and the fisherman’s son became a happy couple again.
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